YCT (Youth Chinese Test) at Star Chinese School
by Yingping Zheng

Star Chinese School will host an on-site YCT (Youth Chinese Test) on November 12, 2011, supervised by Confucius Institute (Bryant University). Below is a summary of Q/A for your reference. 

Q: What is YCT? 

A: YCT (Youth Chinese Test) is a standardized test to evaluate one’s proficiency in Chinese, particularly for a junior who is learning Chinese as a foreign language. 

Q: Why should I take YCT? What is it good for? 

A: YCT may help you to get a nearly first-handed experience on how Chinese as a language is used in daily life. It may also help parents/ teachers to know how well you can understand and practice Chinese. You will see progress in Chinese learning by taking YCT at various levels. 
Q: Is the test boring and dreadful? 

A: Not at all. The test material is presented in a very pleasant format, including many interesting pictures and pinyin (phonetic notes). It is fun to take the test.
Q: How many levels are there for YCT? What will be tested at each level? How is the test formatted? 

A: There are four (4) levels of YCT. 


YCT-1 includes two (2) parts, Listening Comprehension and Reading Comprehension. In Listening, you’ll be asked to make Truth (v) or False (x) judgments on pictures based on what you hear, or to choose the correct pictures from multiple choices. In Reading, you’ll be asked to make Truth (v) or False (x) judgments on whether the pictures and the words match, or to select the best pairs of pictures and words/phrases from multiple choices.  All words and phrases are assisted with pinyin (phonetic notes).

YCT-2 includes two (2) parts, Listening Comprehension and Reading Comprehension. In Listening, you’ll be asked to make Truth (v) or False (x) judgments on pictures based on what you hear, or to choose the correct pictures from multiple choices, or to choose the correct phrases from multiple choices. In Reading, you’ll be asked to make Truth (v) or False (x) judgments on whether the pictures and the words match, or to select the best pairs of pictures and sentences from multiple choices, or to select the best pairs of sentences and phrases from multiple choices.  All words and sentences are assisted with pinyin (phonetic notes).


YCT-3 includes two (2) parts, Listening Comprehension and Reading Comprehension. In Listening, you’ll be asked to make Truth (v) or False (x) judgments on pictures based on what you hear, or to choose the correct pictures from multiple choices, or to choose the correct phrases from multiple choices. In Reading, you’ll be asked to select the best pairs of pictures and sentences from multiple choices, or to select the best pairs of sentences and phrases from multiple choices, or to infer from statements and conversations. All words and sentences are assisted with pinyin (phonetic notes).


YCT-4 includes three (3) parts, Listening Comprehension, Reading Comprehension, and Writing. In Listening, you’ll be asked to make Truth (v) or False (x) judgments on pictures or sentences based on what you hear, or to choose the correct pictures from multiple choices, or to choose the correct phrases from multiple choices. In Reading, you’ll be asked to select the best pairs of pictures and sentences from multiple choices, or to select the best pairs of sentences and phrases/sentences from multiple choices, or to infer from statements and conversations. In Writing, you’ll be asked to re-arrange the orders of words to form sentences, or to fill in blanks with correct characters. Nearly no pinyin (phonetic notes).
Q: Which level of YCT should I take? 

A: Your teacher/parent will be able to help you choose the appropriate level. If there are more questions or concerns, please contact Yingping Zheng at Star Chinese School. 

Q: Is there any mock test? 

A: Yes. YCT mock tests can be found in the following links provided by Bryant University. 


http://www.bryant.edu/wps/wcmresources/libfiles/us_china/YCT1.pdf

http://www.bryant.edu/wps/wcmresources/libfiles/us_china/YCT2.pdf

http://www.bryant.edu/wps/wcmresources/libfiles/us_china/YCT3.pdf

http://www.bryant.edu/wps/wcmresources/libfiles/us_china/YCT4.pdf
Q: Time and location for the test? 

A: YCT will start at 9:00AM, on November 12, 2011, at Star Chinese School.  The tests will last for about 30 minutes to about 60 minutes, depending on different levels. Students may return to their respective   classrooms after the tests. 
Q: When will I know my test result? 

A: Test results will be available within two months (when school is in session). A sealed report will be delivered to each student/ parent. 

Q: Is there any fee associated with the test? 
A: Yes. Test fees vary by level --- $10 for YCT1, $15 for YCT2, $20 for YCT3, and $25 for YCT4. Cash or check only.  Please make the check payable to “Bryant University”. 
Q: How do I register for the test? 

A: Contact your teacher to confirm that you will be participating YCT this time. A registration form will be forward to you. Please collect the following information/materials as requested: ID number, copy of ID document, and ID pictures (2). 
Thank you and good luck! 
